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Press release 21/5/07

On 1st June 2007 Blood Diamond Ltd announces launch of Conflict Neutral™ to monitor donations to charity to offset the harm from diamond sales.

Diamonds cannot be traced when cut so ethical status cannot be proven. Conflict Neutral™ from Blood Diamond Ltd recommends a charity donation of 1% of sale value for 'Conflict Neutral™' status. Conflict Neutral™ has been established to administer these donations from any diamond sale globally and provides an internet portal at http://www.conflictneutral.com


 to give transparent tracking of registration and charity donations. 

The recent film 'Blood Diamond' from Edward Zwick brutally portrayed some of the negative effects which can stem from diamond sales. Determined, unscrupulous individuals exchange diamonds or other items for weapons for use in civil wars and illegal gangs. In the past 15 years, an estimated 500,000 Angolans, 50,000 people in Sierra Leone, and nearly 4 million people in the DRC have died from civil wars funded through the sale of conflict diamonds. In many places a large proportion of the miners are under 16 and have no running water. The Kimberley Process has successfully reduced the amount of illegal diamond sales to 0.5%  of the total sales. However, this still equates to around $100 million. The diamond industry must regulate sales as tightly as possible but it is inevitable that determined individuals in unstable regions will always find a way to trade goods for arms. The act of buying a diamond helps to maintain the value of diamonds by supply and demand. But, the answer is not to simply stop African diamond sales because much of Africa relies upon diamond sales. So, your damned if you do and damned if you don't! 

Blood Diamond Ltd. and Conflict Neutral™ director Martin Saunders family involvement in the jewellery trade dates back over 100 years. He says “With my family history it is more the case for me but anyone involved in buying or selling diamonds, including the consumers, have a responsibility to the people whose lives have been torn apart directly or indirectly as a result of diamond sales.” He goes on to say: “With Conflict Neutral our goal is to both help those people already affected and to help to bring stability to regions where these terrible acts are happening.”

We have acknowledged that one cannot really say that any given diamond is conflict free; 199 out of 200 are, but it cannot be proven for any individual diamond. As there is the small uncertainty and because of the economic implications of buying a diamond how do you ensure your diamond is truly ethical? 

The Conflict Neutral™ concept is similar to that of carbon credits. All we suggest is that any possible bad is offset with some good. A nominal minimum of 1% of the sale value was chosen as the cut off but higher donations are fine. What this project does is regulate and certify donations for Conflict Neutral™ status. Money is collected and certificates are issued. The money is then sent on to a variety of effective charities. A great deal of emphasis is placed upon transparency so all certificates can be traced through the Conflict Neutral™ website at http://www.conflictneutral.com


. All financial report are also posted. In addition because this is a non profit making operation any surplus funds arising from the administrative fee or otherwise is returned to the fund.

Contact: Martin Saunders;  http://www.conflictneutral.com
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---How to Register For Conflict Neutral---

Conflict Neutral registration is open to all across the world.

1. Ask your retailer.

2. If they will not perform registration for you go to http://www.conflictneutral.com and click on register. Follow the instructions there.

3. If you are a retailer you can request a conflict neutral information pack from our website with display information for your store.

---About Blood Diamond Ltd. ---

Blood Diamond is a limited company incorporated in England and Wales which sells diamonds and diamond rings through its on-line portal at http://www.blood-diamond.co.uk


.  The focus of the company is ethical diamond sales which is what has spawned the Conflict Neutral™ concept. The geographical base of Blood Diamond Ltd. is in Birmingham's famous Jewellery Quarter but sales are primarily made on the internet. In addition to focusing on ethics Blood Diamond Ltd. provides a reliable service offering a Triple Certified© scheme to give the customer assurance, a lifetime quality guarantee and owing to their own workshop, custom ring designs are commonplace and a 14 day delivery is usual. 
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